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Central Church, Enid, Okla., and A. G. Smith, Emergency Drive Pledges, $6,000 


IT COULDN’T BE DONE—AND THEY DID IT! 


SAMPLE RECORDS IN THE WAR EMERGENCY OF 1918 
A Challenge for the Peace Chest of 1919 


Muncie, Ind., F. E. Smith, Minister. 1917 Regular Men & Millions Pledges........... 9,500 
917 Current expenses..$8,000 Missions ........$2,439 1918 Emergency app.... 9,000 Pledges ........ 10,500 
918 Curre ‘nses.. 7,840 Missions sgular. 3,681 : . 
rent expenses.. 7,840 Missions, regular. 3,6 Mexico, Mo., Henry Pearce Atkins. 
-mergency apport’nm’t. 5,000 Pledges ........ 6,600 —~ Sane 
1917 Current expenses..$3,685 Missions ........ $2,223 
Longmont, Colo., Frank W. Beach. 1918 Current expenses.. 3,718 Missions, regular. 2,245 
917 Current expenses. .$3,000 Missions ........ $ 219 Emergency app......... BIGD FeO ccccccece 5,500 
918 ¢ ren cpenses.. 3,212 Miss s, regular. 52 : : 
eS SAPORES.; SS ees Oe: Clinton, IIL, R. L. Cartwright. 
mergency app......... 800 Pledges ......... 3,500 a “ages 
tied : 1917 Current expenses..$2,300 Missions ........ $ 425 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, J. H. Goldner. 1918 Current expenses.. 2,900 Missions, regular. 841 
917 Current expenses.$13,732 Missions ....... $ 6,025 Emergency app......... 1,300 Pledges ......... 3,705 
918 Current expenses. .665 Missions, reg... 6,000 . 
he urrent expenses. 14,6 Missions, re pee Bowling Green, Ky., A. B. Houze. 
“emergency app........ 7,000 Pledges ........ 11,867 —_ Pi “HP 
; 1917 Current expenses.$ 3,660 Missions ........ $ 522 
Third, Indianapolis, Ind., T. W. Grafton. 1918 Current expenses. 11,661 Missions, regular. 869 
17 Current expenses..$7,170 Missions ........ $3,781 Emergency app........ 2,000 Pledges ......... 2,410 
‘ Cur } venses.. 8 5 Miss . regular. 4,178 Wi 
18 Cu rent expenses 8,416 fi ions, regular 4,17 El Paso, Ill, Guy B. Williamson. 
mergency app......... 7,500 Pledges .....0+. 7,856 a bs ‘ge 
1917 Current expenses. .$2,417 Missions ........ $ 312 
Old Augusta, Ind., R. D. Thomas. 1918 Current expenses.. 5,293 Missions ....... 507 
117 Current expenses....$320 Missions ........ $ 158 Emergency app......... 0.500 PICESES 6sccccccs 2,500 
918 Current expenses.... 570 Missions, regular. 195 Downey Ave., Indianapolis, Ind., Clarence Reidenbach. 
mergenc Dp 300 *ledges — ( a on es " 
ROE GORSY APE + sso see ows 00 Pledges ...... 1,000 1917 Current expenses. .$4,402 Missions ....... $ 2,835 
Central, Indianapolis, Ind., A. B. Philputt. 1918 Current expenses.. 4,718 Missions ...... 2,327 
917 Current expenses..$8,306 Missions ....... $ 4.235 1917 Regular Men & Millions Pledges.......... 16,500 
918 Current expenses.. 8,900 Missions, reg... 4,300 1918 Emergency app.... 6,000 Pledges ........ 6,571 


Disciples World-Wide Every-Member Campaign 


MEN AND MILLIONS MOVEMENT, Promotional Agency 
222 W. Fourth Street, CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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Tue Cmristian Century is a free interpreter of the essential ideals of Christianity as held historically by the Disciples of Christ. 
It conceives the Disciples’ religious movement as ideally an unsectarian and unecclesiastical fraternity, whose original impulse and 
common tie are fundamentally the desire to practice Christian unity in the fellowship of all Christians. Published by Disciples, Tux 
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The First Christmas in a New Age 
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of iron and blood in which we have lived for cen- 


S INCE last Christmas we have emerged from the era 
turies. 


For a long time we have dreamed of an age 
in which peace and good-will should be ruling motives in 
the hearts of men, but our instincts have been too strong 
for us and our selfishness has quite dominated our idealism. 
It seems to many of us that the new era of Christ's tri- 
umphant reign in the hearts of men has begun. 

How patient God has been with us! He has waited 
for thousands of years, brooding over suffering humanity. 
To human intelligence it has often seemed that His coming 
to men in the person of the Christ was in vain. The In- 
carnation seemed an adventure of God that was wasted 
upon the poor creatures who had been dignified by being 
called the sons of God. But God has not despaired of us 
even when we despaired of ourselves. Even the great war, 
which seemed to some the end of Christmas and the final 
proof of the futility of Christ, has been the occasion of a 
fresh and wonderful demonstration of His power. The 
Christian conscience has brought the downfall of Kaiser- 
ism and with it the downfall of every proud and auto- 
cratic authority that sets itself up against God. 

Former things have passed away. God is about to 
make all things new. When empires can disintegrate in 
a day, empires which seemed to be founded for millenniums, 
let us not speak of any other mundane thing as being able 
to stand out indefinitely against the spirit of the Christ. 

The new age is one in which there is a new sense of 
human values. We shall shortly abolish child labor, which 
is one of the anachronisms which still remains a belated 
reminder of the age we have just left. Christ loved the 
little children and on the birthday of our Lord, when we 
rejoice over the dawn of the new day, we must bind our- 
selves by solemn vows to strike the shackles from these 
little ones before another Christmas season shall come. 


It is an anachronism in the new age that there is a 
single open saloon. We believe there will be none next 
year. Twelve months from now men will not congregate 
in foul smelling holes and celebrate the birthday of our 
Lord in sodden unconsciousness apart from their families. 
Next year these men will be clothed and in their right 
minds. Little children who have never known a father at 
Christmas time will hereafter find a new joy in this, the 
most wonderful day in all the year for them. 

Nor will there be much quarter in America for the 
preaching of doctrines inconsistent with the spirit of good- 
will. Preachers of class consciousness, promoters of sec- 
tional jealousies and bitter animosities must depart in the 
face of a fair and kindly study of our problems. There 
still survives in this new era the debris of the old age, but 
for the new age we have a new desire to do justice to all 
men. In patience and kindliness we set our hands this 
year to the righting of ancient wrongs, in order that every 
man and every woman may have a square deal and a fair 
chance at the good things of life. 

This Christmas is not only the beginning of a new era 
for society; it is also the beginning of a new era for or- 
ganized religion. The church has not failed, or we would 
never have lived to see this day. But the church has fallen 
short of its rightful glory and power. The church has 
kept alive the spirit of peace and good-will for two thou- 
sand years, but another spirit has lived as an interloper by 
its side. 

The day of denominational exclusiveness and bigotry 
has died on the battlefield of France, along with Kaiserism. 
The comrades of a great cause, when they come home, 
will refuse to be separated in religion. If denominational- 
ism survives, it is but a shadow, for there is no longer any 
intelligent defense of it. In England there is now every 
reason to anticipate the uniting of established and free 
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churches in a new and living union. What this will mean 
for the religious life of the British isles is beyond our 
power to anticipate. At this very hour the leading evan- 
gelical denominations of America are in conference on the 
subject of union. The united church of America may 
take on a different form from the united church of Eng- 
land, for the church is no dead thing to assume a lifeless 
uniformity. Wax flowers do not vary, but living flowers 
are never alike. 

The provincialism of the church tends to disappear in 
the face of the challenge of the new times. The recent 
United War Work campaign, participated in by men of all 
sects, was the greatest single religious campaign for funds 
in the world’s history. Triumphing over every obstacle, 
such as conservatism, disease, and distractions from peace 
celebrations, it has marked a new epoch in the history of 
Christian giving. In the new year we shall see Presby- 
terians and Methodists going out for unprecedented bud- 
gets. It is a time when no man who loves Christ calls 
anything he has his own. The open doors in China and 
Japan and India and the Mohammedan world challenge the 
church to such a missionary campaign as will thrust every- 
thing done in the past into obscurity. 

The pledge and guarantee of the new age is the new 
love for Christ that is coming into the heart of the church 
No pale and colorless Ethical Culture Society can ever 
save the world. We have waited for more than a philos- 
opher to lead the world toward the Utopia of humanity’s 
We must have a personal leader, an embodiment of 
our ideals in a matchless personality. 

\t this Christmas season we will warm our hearts sing- 
We shall find the joy 
Our peace celebration was a 
We are to be pardoned its ex- 
cesses, for we rejoiced that our men were no more to die 
in blood and filth on the battlefield. In celebrating the 
birth of the new era, however, when Christ’s ideals are to 
come progressively into power in the world, we cannot voice 
For Christmas day we need 
the deep-throated organ, the solemn voice of the man of 
God and the “Gloria” chanted by all the people. Let every 
heart thrill with the wonderful message, “Glory to God 
in the highest, peace on earth, good-will to men.” 


Orvis F. JorDAN. 


hopes. 


ing the praises of that Personality. 
of sharing another's joy. 
noisy and primitive thing. 


our emotions with a carnival. 


Spreading the Christmas Joys 


HE coming of Christmas this year is in different 
TT spirit from that of last year. We can sing the an- 

gelic message with no such feelings of terrible con- 
flict between ideal and reality. The peace the angels sang 
has come to earth, and as we await the tidings from the 
peace conference, it is with the hope that the angelic peace 
is about to be embodied in the state documents of the 
world and written into our fundamental law. 

There should be such a celebration of Christmas this 
year as we have never before had. The music in the 
churches on Christmas Sunday should be of the best and the 
choir should feel the same challenge the minister feels in 
the new situation. The Sunday school should find some 
way of extending its Christmas joy other than by the con- 
ventional Christmas tree and exercise. If there is a char- 
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itable institution in the town, this should be remembered 
with gifts. No child in the whole community should be 
overlooked. The Christian Endeavor societies in many 
of the cities this year will fill boxes for the Jackies or the 
soldiers who are in the home camps and these will be dis- 
tributed to the men on Christmas day by the Y. M. C. A. 
It is a beautiful service. 

Nor must the boys overseas be forgotten. Letters 
will not reach them now, but if they hear from us a month 
hence, and know that they were in ovr hearts during 
Christmas week, it will be worth while. Some churches are 
getting up “Round robin” letters to which the various 
members make contribution. 

Most ministers send out a Christmas greeting. These 
are often conventional in tone. It will be worth while for 
the minister to send real heart messages this year. There 
is an opportunity for every minister to call attention to 
the meaning of Jesus Christ in our world. Christ is con- 
quering and the proud and mighty have been brought low 
before him. Ministers should rally their people to a new 
loyalty to Jesus Christ and lead them into a deeper under- 
standing of his priceless value to the world. 


A Sinister Force 
T HE recent investigations carried on by the fed- 


eral government concerning the activities of the 

brewers during the war implicate those gentlemen 
in such a way that they may not hope to regain public 
confidence within a generation, even if prohibition were 
not on the road. The use of money for the purchase of 
opinion and the conducting of propaganda which has been 
disloyal to the best interests of the nation brings home to 
the public the fact that there is a phase of the prohibition 
issue quite apart from the question of the effect of using 
liquors. 

The pro-German propaganda in this country has been 
able to use certain disloyal liquor interests and the social- 
ist party, and in addition to these a number of individuals 
have sold their honor for a share in the German gold. 
There should be no let-up in the investigation, no matter 
where it may lead. In any other country these traitors 
would be led forward to a public and shameful execution. 
The least we can consider in this country will be prison 
terms, and no amount of liquor money can purchase im- 
munity. 

The purification of American politics will be more 
advanced by the abolition of the liquor traffic than it 
could be by a generation of public education. The crowds 
of unintelligent men herded in saloons and indoctrinated 
with the prejudices manufactured by the ward leaders who 
act under orders from the “higher-ups” has been a balance 
of power in America which has controlled most of the large 
cities and which has been able to determine even our na- 
tional elections when they are close. 

This liquor control of politics is the opposite of 
democracy. It is an oligarchy that defeats democracy and 
puts our institutions into the hands of the worst men in- 
stead of the best. There is only one remedy in the light 
of the government investigations, and that is the ratifi- 
cation of the amendment to the federal constitution abolish- 
ing the liquor power from America forever. Such a step 
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sby America would go a long way toward abolishing alcohol 


from our world as a beverage. 


A Noteworthy Gathering 


HE Chicago Church Federation Council is holding 
T in Chicago this week one of the first religious con- 

ferences held in the United States following the war. 
It is discussing the obligations of the church in this new 
time. Committees are at work studying different types 
of problems and these will present their findings in a 
series of reports. There will be inspirational addresses 
dealing with the issues of religion in this new day. 

This is the first of a series of steps which Dr. H. L. 
Willett, the president of the organization, has inaugurated 
to make the church federation movement in Chicago more 
effective. It will doubtless be followed by similar action 
in the other great cities of the land. 


More Influenza Closing 


OME of the churches that were closed by the in- 
S fluenza in the autumn are now coming in for a sec- 

ond period of closing. It will be a mistake to ac- 
cept this as a vacation time for religion. One of our 
churches which is now facing this second closing order, will 
distribute all of its Sunday school papers to the pupils on 
Sunday mornings by front door calls. The church mem- 
bers will all receive a copy of the missionary booklet, 
“Answering the Call,” prepared by our missionary so- 
cieties, together with a pastoral letter and directions for 
home worship. Machinery has been set in motion for the 








Invocation 


(To be read at the Peace Conference.) 


That seeketh his own! 

For Might is o’erthrown, 
And the spirit of God cries out from the throng 
That died, that no longer the strong shall be strong 
For spoil, but forever the weak shall be strong 
With the strength of the strong freely given. 

Apart 

In peace shall the lamb and the lion lie down 
If God keepeth—if God keepeth our heart! 


| ET no man come unto this holy table 


O Thou, Light of the World, who the Kingdom of Heaven 
Hath set as a leaven, slow rising in men, 
Be with us! Oh! stand, our heart in Thy Hand, 
To keep it forever, to mold to such shape 
That never again 
The thirst of the tiger, the lust of the ape 
Will harry and rape! 
We call Thee! Oh, stand 
Among us! The light from Thy white bleeding hand 
Shall sear on the brow of each crucified land 
The sign of Thy swift resurrection! Oh, then, 
Thy kingdom on earth shall be with us! 
Amen! 
—The Chicago Tribune. 
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use of the telephone to carry church news concerning the 
sick and the needy. Instead of going to sleep in the face 
of an emergency, this church will simply adapt its pro- 
gram to the new circumstances. Perhaps before it fin- 
ishes the employment of its new devices, it will be ready to 
subscribe to the optimistic creed that it is an ill wind that 
blows nobody any good. 





The End of the War 


A Parable of Safed the Sage 


AND Keturah we go away in the Good Old Summer- 
| time, and we sojourn for Two Months beside a Little 

Lake. And there is a tree that groweth close down by 
the Lake whereon every year the Leaves turn Red at the 
beginning of the last week in August. Then know we that 
it is time to Pack our Baggage. 

And on the first day of September in this present year 
did we return to our home. And our Daughter greeted 
us at the door. For she had come to set the house in 
order, and she brought with her the small Grandson who 
is named for me, and her little daughter also. And when 
the little damsel knew that we were there, for she was 
playing in the garden, then did she come running. And 
I went to meet her with my arms outstretched, and she 
also spread her arms so that all of her little pink fingers 
spread out. And her eyes were sparkling, and her Golden 
Hair was dancing as she came. 

And these were the words wherewith she greeted me, 
saying, 

O, Grandpa! Is the War over? 

The little maiden hath a Service Flag, and it con- 
taineth Six Stars. For there be three brothers of her 
father in the Army, and three brothers of her mother, 
yea my sons and the sons of Keturah, in the Navy, in- 
cluding them that ride above the ships in what the little 
damsel doth call Pulloons. And her thought of absence 
and of homecoming was all of the war. Therefore did 
she inquire, saying O, Grandpa! Is the War over? 

Now there came a day when the War was over. And 
the bell rang in the Synagogue ; yea, with mine own hands 
did I ring it, while it was yet night. And the people 
thronged the streets so that all that day and far into the 
night the streets were Impassible for the Multiude. And 
I took the little maiden, and I carried her on my shoulder 
where the crowd was great, that she might see and re- 
member all her life the wild tumult of them that cheered 
when Peace came again from Heaven upon Earth. And 
I mingled with the throng, and I rejoiced with them. 
And I saw the Mirth and the Rejoicing. 

But when I think of the coming of Peace, there riseth 
before my mind the vision, not of the Crowd, neither of 
the sound of the Musick of the Bands, neither the Noise 
of them that blow Horns and Pound upon Pans, but the 
vision everywhere of Little Children who run, one by 
one, to meet returning men, and crying in their Childish 
Joy, Is the War over? 

And I thank God for the answer that shall be made 
unto them. 





The Word of God 


By Herbert L. Willett 


N a familiar and very satisfying sense this title is 

employed to describe the Bible. To no other book 

could it be applied with anything like the same con- 
fidence. In no other collection of utterances and expe- 
riences can the same measure of urgency and finality be 
found. Beyond all other bodies of literature are these 
Hebrew and Christian Scriptures informed by a spirit that 
entitles them to be called the Word of God. 

Yet the title must be handled with discrimination 
as it is used of this book. It must not be understood that 
the Bible is the only expression of the divine mind. The 
visible universe is the utterance of God’s purpose. The 
heavens declare not only the glory but the character of 
the Eternal. The creative process as it unfolds its suc- 
cessive phases is the record of divine activity. Human 
life is the material through which God has been speaking 
through the centuries, and never in any nation has he 
left himself wholly without witness. 

The holy books of all religions have had in them 
something of the breath of God. It is no longer either 
necessary or possible to deny this fact in the effort to 
be loyal to the Christian religion. Indeed, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ is most of all honored when his 


The Messenger 


HAT was his name? I do not know his name. 
W: only know he heard God’s voice and came, 
Brought all he loved across the sea, 
To live and work for God and me; 
Felled the ungracious oak; 
Dragged from the soil with horrid toil 
The thrice-gnarled roots and stubborn rock, 
With plenty piled the haggard mountainside, 
And at the end, without memorial died. 
No blaring trumpet sounded out his fame. 
He lived—he died—I do not know his name. 
No form of bronze and no memorial stones 
Show me the place where lie his moldering bones. 
Only a cheerful city stands 
Builded by his hardened hands. 
Only ten thousand homes, 
Where every day the cheerful play 
Of love and hope and courage comes. 


These are his monument, and these alone. 
There is no form of bronze, and no memorial stone. 
And I? 
Is there some desert or some pathless sea 
Where Thou, Good God of angels, wilt send me? 
Some oak for me to rend, some sod, 
Some rock for me to break: 
Some handful of his corn to take 
And scatter far afield, 
Till it in turn shall yield 
Its hundredfold of grains of gold, 
To feed the waiting children of my God. 
Show me the desert, Father, or the sea, 
Is it Thine enterprise? Great God, send me, 
And though this body lie where ocean rolls 
Count me among all Faithful Souls. 
AvutTHor UNKNOWN. 


thoughtful Father-care for all peoples is discerned and 
his self-disclosure to all who seek after him is recognized. 
The Bible is never so self-vindicating as the supreme mes- 
sage of the Highest to mankind as when it is compared and 
contrasted with the other sacred books of the world. 

It should be understood as well that the Bible is not 
the word of God in any mechanical or literal sense. Such 
a definition would place upon it a responsibility it is in 
no way prepared to assume. It would imply that these 
marvelous documents, whose moral value and literary 
charm are perceived by all readers, are the direct utter- 
ances of Deity, and therefore inerrant and authoritative 
in all their parts. No careful study of the Scriptures can 
justify this view. 

- FF © 

The Bible is a human volume with a divine message. 
The men who composed its various portions lived in dif- 
ferent epochs and under varying conditions during a 
period of something like a thousand years. They were 
participants in a history which was more significant for 
ethics and religion than any other in all the ages. Some 
of them were the greatest spiritual leaders the world has 
ever known. Such men as the great prophets, the apostles, 
and most of all our Lord, have proved themselves the 
religious masters of the world. 

These men were the living embodiment of the spirit 
of God. The life of God was in them in a unique degree. 
In them the Word was made flesh in the visible forms of 
human life. In varying manner and degree they spoke 
for God because they had spoken with God. Some of 
their messages were written down, either by themselves 
or their friends. Any such writings would inevitably 
possess something of the forcefulness and urgency of the 
men from whom they came. That unique quality it is 
not difficult to discover in much of the literature included 
in the Bible. 

We have no quarrel with the Bible because it does 
not disclose these qualities in all of its parts in like 
degree. If it did it might be more permissible to regard 
it, as some have done, as an unvarying record of the mind 
of God. But it is not a level book. Its inequalities of 
content and spirit are apparent to the least discerning. 
Some books in the collection are far more convincing, 
authoritative, and inspiring than others. It is the product 
of the spirit of God working in certain impressive lives 
to the extent and at the level that such lives permitted. 

But the result is unmistakable. The value of the 
Bible is to be discovered, not in the claims that are made 
for it, whether extravagant or restrained, but in the ends 
which it achieves. In a sense the Bible is the product of 
the church of God. But it is more than this. It is also 
the guide and inspiration of the church. It records the 
efforts of prophets and moral leaders to create a new and 
higher social order in early times. It furnishes the only 
authentic account we possess of the supreme life of the 
ages, Jesus Christ. And it affords as a narrative of the 
activities and utterances of his first interpreters and of 
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the Christian society which derived its creative and di- 
recting impulses from him. 

In a unique and unapproachable sense it is entitled 
to the rank of a sacred book. Among the holy volumes 
of the world it possesses a place of unquestionable primacy. 
It is the record of the most exalted religious experience 
in history. It gives the clearest account of the character 
of God and the means of enjoying his fellowship. It 
interprets to the inquiring spirit the secret of the sacrificial 
and holy life. In the most authoritative sense it has the 
right to be called the Word of God. 


The above has been placed in convenient form by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature, Hyde Park, 
Chicago, Ill., as one of its Five-Minute Leaflets—5o cts. a 
hundred copies. It is copyrighted by the University of 
Chicago. 


The Hour Has Come! 


By Ernest H. Wray 


ESUS knew that the cross was inevitable. After 

three years of faithful and loving service, he came 

at last to the crisis of his life, realizing full well 
what it meant to him and his disciples. The hour has 
come! The world will never know what that hour meant 
for Jesus. Most assuredly it was an hour of triumph, 
glory and honor for the Son of Man, but it was also an 
hour that held for him the gloom and loneliness and heart- 
break of Gethsemane and the cross. Then, too, Jesus knew 
that the hour had come, when the faith and devotion of 
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those disciples of his were going to be tried and when 
they must either treacherously deny him as did Judas 
or pay the price of their love for him in suffering, per- 
secution and death. 

After four years of war,—years that have witnessed 
the most heinous crimes and the deepest sorrows of all 
ages,—years that have been like one long nightmare of sor- 
row and despair,—the hour has come, the hour that marks 
the death of autocracy and the triumph of world democ- 
racy. But let us remember that we are a nation facing 
the most critical hour of our life and the world is going 
to measure our patriotism not so much by our conserva- 
tion of food and our buying of Liberty bonds, as by our 
interest in sustaining the moral and spiritual forces which 
represent the real life of our nation. 

The hour has come when the largest task has been 
shifted from the shoulders of our fighting men to the 
shoulders of the Church. That ‘will be a great day when 
our boys come home again. Some of them will come with 
bodies mangled and scarred, but their very scars will bear 
eloquent testimony to the bravery of our men, in giving 
their last full measure of devotion. And their faces will 
be all aglow with the consciousness of having fought the 
good fight and having won the victory, though it cost them 
untold suffering, for righteousness and democracy. The 
Church must now take up this fight, and transferring the 
elements of struggle and sacrifice to the moral and spir- 
itual realm, march on with our Great Commander toward 
the consummation of the ages. 


Buffalo, N. Y. 
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The Church and Bolshevism 


By William T. Ellis 


has been the note of uncertainty and questioning 

concerning the new peril of Bolshevism which has 
arisen like a portentous storm-cloud on the eastern horizon. 
What is it? Why is it? What does it portend? If, as 
is reported, it has become the religion of myriads of Rus- 
sians and other eastern Europeans, what has it to say to 
American Christianity? And what has Christianity to say 
to social radicalism? 

Suddenly aware of the gravity of this issue which is 
dividing entire nations, and overturning old systems and 
dynasties, American churches perceive that its importance 
outranks all questions of reorganization and money-raising 
for the coming days. If the nation must grapple with the 
stupendous social challenge that has arrested and engrossed 
the attention of Europe, then the churches are interested 
above all other agencies of organized life; for social ques- 
tions are within their distinctive sphere. We may expect 
a widespread discussion of Europe’s revolutions, and of 
the significance of the wave of radicalism, in the pulpits 
of the country. 


Mts tees with America’s jubilant peace celebrations 


WHAT IS BOLSHEVISM ? 


Certainly the churches should be sympathetic with 
every movement tending toward social progress, the 
amelioration of the masses, the righting of wrongs, and 
the emancipation of all men everywhere from bondage of 
Often the contrary attitude is 
charged against the churches. A hackneyed story has it 
that a group of workingmen hissed the mention of the 
Radicals consist- 


mind or spirit or state. 


church and cheered the name of Jesus. 
ently claim that the church is the defender and proponent 
of the privileged classes, the hireling of aristocracy and 
“big business.” 

Whatever occasion or color there may have been for 
this indictment, it simply is not true as respects the Church 
as a whole, and in her spirit and doctrine and member- 
ship. While the awakening of the Church to her social 
mission has been recent, it has been rapid. Hundreds of 
books upon the social conception of Christianity have been 
issued within a decade. That whatever affects human life 
concerns the Church has now become almost axiomatic in 
religious circles. There are no more ardent or clear-eyed 
exponents of the new era of brotherhood, democracy and 
justice than ministers of the Gospel, who are heralds of 
the kingdom of God on earth. 

Nevertheless, the churches will be found opposed to 
3olshevism, because of the essential nature of the latter. 
That word “Bolshevik,” by the way, was first applied to 
the majority and radical party in a socialist convention in 
Switzerland that split into parties. “Maximalist” is a 
better understood word that means the same thing. Bol- 
shevism is I. W. W.-ism, with the brakes off. It is more 
than a revolt against social inequalities and injustices; it 
is avowedly a class propaganda of hatred. It repudiates 
all law and authority, human and divine, and frankly seeks 


the subjugation and extinction, when convenient, of all 
persons who do not belong to the proletariat. It knows 
no right except the right of the toiler to rule. 


RED RUSSIA’S RUIN 


In Russia, that right has been bloodily exercised. 
There is no accurate toll of deaths by violence. Nobody 
but the peasants and the workingmen have any rights of 
any sort that the Bolsheviks are bound to respect; that 
has been the practical outworking of the red program. 
National loyalty has been repudiated ; the Church has been 
disowned ; marriage has been flouted ; property obligations 
have been nullified; free speech and a free press have 
been suppressed; self-government of neighboring nations 
has been interfered with, and all the evils of autocracy 
have been exceeded. Class rule from the top has been 
succeeded by class rule from the bottom: both have proved 
to be full of injustice and unrighteousness. 

One is warranted, on the evidence of what has taken 
place in Russia, in declaring that class rule, whether from 
above or below, is a failure and a vicious thing; and the 
real enemy of democracy. There a complaisant church 
lent itself to an autocratic government; and it has reaped 
the whirlwind in consequence. Out of this disaster will 
surely arise in Russia the purified spirit of Christianity, 
proclaiming a clear and simple gospel of justice and love; 
of righteousness and goodwill; of tolerance and real 
brotherhood. The present reign of hate cannot continue: 
it has in itself the elements of its own destruction. The 
only permanent remedy in sight is the establishment of the 
ideals of Christianity. 


IS THE CHURCH VULNERABLE? 


In Russia, the adhesion of the State Church to the 
autocratic regime has brought disaster upon it. Now that 
Bolshevism is challenging the western world, the churches 
must give themselves to self-examination. For if the 
sincere and brotherly teachings of Jesus and of the New 
Testament have been practiced, there can be no need for the 
inauguration of another social order. Has the Church 
been true to her doctrine? Or has she, as James points 
out in his Epistle, shown special consideration to the man 
in goodly raiment and of high estate ? 

No fair-minded observer can claim that the churches 
of America are subordinated to what the socialist calls 
“the interests,” and “plutocracy.” Equally, though, no 
fair-minded observer can deny that many individual 
churches, especially in cities, and most denominations, 
show special consideration to the wealthy and socially 
prominent. “Leading layman” is fairly a synonym for a 
man of wealth. A man does not need to display piety, 
brains or activity in order to be listed as a “leading lay- 
man ;” a large bank account, which is reasonably accessible 
to church causes, and an occasional attendance upon church 
service, are enough to enroll a man in this category of 
eminence. Did anybody ever hear of a poor man, though 
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a saint, a scholar and a devoted Christian worker, becom- 
ing a “leading layman?” 


This condition proves the vulnerability of the Church. 
To this extent she is a class organization. And in so far 
as she has neglected to champion the cause of the op- 
pressed, the neglected, the weak and the suffering, she has 
opened herself to the shafts of the radical’s criticism; and 
what is more important, to the condemnation of her Lord. 
It is a grievous sin that the Church has been so slow to 
find her voice in championship of the lowly. In this she 
has been negligent in following Jesus. For centuries she 
condoned the classism of aristocracy ; now she is menaced 
by the classism of mobocracy. All the darkened minds 
that have been engloomed in city tenaments; all the child 
slaves of an iniquitous industrial system ; all the underpaid 
and overworked toilers in mine and mill and field, rise up 
in condemnation of the prophets of God who did not lift 
their voices, as did Jesus in His very first sermon, in be- 
half of these victims of wrong. 


If there is alert leadership in the churches, the dom- 
nant theme for many months to come in all religious con- 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 





9 


ventions and conferences and in the church press will be 
the social message of Christianity to the present time. 
This is the hour for the Church to act as a mediator and 
interpreter. She must steady the thinking of the agitated, 
and clarify the vision of the class-conscious at both ends 
of the social scale. The relation of individual regeneration 
to social reformation is the new message for the pulpit of 
today. 


AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY’S PART 


America does not need nor desire Bolshevism. Des- 
pite many evils, our people really enjoy true self-govern- 
ment and democracy. They have a sense of fair play 
which will save them from the excesses of the long- 
oppressed Europeans. Our native stock will stand as a 
stabilizer against the alien agitator—and most radicals 
seem to have foreign names, and to have forsaken the faith 
of their fathers. Democracy will increase in power and 
in social sensitiveness. Patriotism will be a bulwark 
against a miscalled “internationalism.” Special privileges 
will be curtailed. And religion will become the champion 
of the rights and welfare of all classes, high and low. 


The Face of Jesus Christ 


By W. R. Nicoll 


In the British Weekly 


E miss our way in the Gospel when we begin to 
W speculate about God as infinite and absolute and 

unconditional. The high d priori road was 
never meant for beings such as we are, in a world like 
this. Even the angels who sat apart and reasoned of ab- 
stractions found no end in wandering mazes lost. “It is 
the great glory of God’s revelation,” as Dr. John Duncan 
said, “that it has turned our abstracts into concretes.” It 
gives us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. The Incarnation does not 
announce a law or expound a philosophy, or demonstrate 
a Great First Cause; it confronts us with the countenance 
of the Son of Man. 

The New Testament vouchsafes hardly a hint about 
the actual likeness of Jesus Christ in the days of his 
flesh. We hear, indeed, of the charm which sounded in 
his gracious words: but the rest is silence. Something 
sealed the lips of the Evangelists from describing the out- 
ward semblance of their Redeemer. The Hebrew prophet 
had foreshadowed One whose visage was marred, an 
afflicted sufferer without form or comeliness. Perchance 
this gives some clue to the strange tradition that the Mes- 
siah when he came had no human loveliness, still less any 
celestial splendor. Yet, if it be true that bodily beauty 
is meant to be the sacrament of goodness, there must have 
been “something starry” in the lineaments of our Lord. 
Even in his appearance he must have seemed fairer than 
the children of men—“if sorrow had not made sorrow 
more beautiful than beauty’s self.” 

Moreover, our own experience teaches us that it takes 
more than the mere features of a man’s face to produce 
the express image of his person. Victor Hugo has said 





somewhere that “there is one thing more like us than our 
face, and that is our expression; and there is one thing 
more like us than our expression, and that is our smile.” 
Perhaps the most intimate personal allusion which lingers 
on the Gospel page is concerned with what we may rever- 
ently describe as the expression of Jesus Christ. Again 
and again the Evangelists refer to the look in his eyes. 
We read that he looked round about upon the people, and 
upon his disciples, and again that he looked up to heaven. 
It is written that on the night of the betrayal and the 
denial the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. “None 
record that look, and none guess”; but it was the glory of 
God shining through eyes of undying tenderness which 
drove Peter out to weep so bitterly. 


THE EYES OF JESUS 


Concerning the young man who had great possessions, 
it is written that Jesus looking upon him loved him; there 
must have been something unutterable in that gaze. The 
disciple whom Jesus loved has left us one parting glimpse 
of the Lord in the light of the world to come: “His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and his countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength.” Yet again, “there is one thing 
more like us than our expression, and that is our smile.” 
We read of tears on the countenance of the Man of Sor- 
rows. Yet we are certain that he must have smiled— 
once, at least, when he took little children up in his arms 
and blessed them and said, “Suffer them to come unto me.” 
Surely in that hour the glory of God was cloudless in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 

It has often been remarked that the secrets of char- 
acter will shine out clearly in a man’s countenance at some 
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supreme experience of agony or exultation. In the thrill 
of inarticulate rapture or freezing pain the inner self leaps 
through its disguises and the real man looks at you—naked 
in the baseness or the beauty of his soul. At such a mo- 
ment you behold the martyr’s face, as it had been the 
face of an angel. 


CHRIST’S SELF-REVELATION 


Now on two special occasions the Gospels record such 
special self-revelation by Jesus Christ. Once, when he 
was transfigured at the crisis and turning point of his 
ministry, his countenance did shine as the sun and his 
t It was on the Holy 
Mount, where Moses and Elias appeared with him in glory, 
and they spake of his decease which he should accom- 
plish at Jerusalem. Those words carry the key to the 
mystery of the Transfiguration. It was a conference con- 
And as the vision of all he must suffer 
opened up before the Son of Man, God's visible glory over- 


raiment did wax white as the light. 


cerning death. 


shadowed him as never before. 

Once again, on the evening of his farewell, we read 
how, supper being ended, he said unto Iscariot: “What 
thou doest, do quickly.” Judas, therefore, having re- 
ceived the sop, immediately went out—and the Evangelist 
adds “it was night’’—night in that traitor soul. But there 
was no night in the upper room. Therefore, when he was 
gone out, Jesus said: “Now is the Son of Man glorified.” 
Now, when the latch has clicked behind the betrayer’s 
footsteps, when the darkness of dying spreads over his 
own spirit, now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. The divine radiance broke out most 
clearly at the approach of the Cross. The glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ shone brightest of all when 
that face was marred with bruises and crowned with 
thorns for us men and for our salvation. 

The Gospel is summed up in a face—and it is not in- 
scrutable. Forty years ago Westcott had been preaching 


The Dead to the Living 


By Laurence Binyon 





YOU that still have rain and sun, 
Kisses of children and of life, 
And the good earth to tread upon, 
And the mere sweetness that is life, 
Forget not us, who gave all these 
For something dearer, and for you! 
Think in what cause we crossed the seas! 
Remember, he who fails the challenge 
Fails us, too. 


Now in the hour that shows the strong— 
The soul no evil powers affray— 

Drive straight against embattled Wrong: 
Faith knows but one, the hardest, way. 

Endure; the end is worth the throe. 

Give, give; and dare, and again dare! 

On, to that Wrong’s great overthrow! 

We are with you, of you; we the pain and 

Victory share. 
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in the University pulpit at Cambridge, and as two friends 
walked away after the sermon one said to the other: 
“Christianity must be simpler than that.” Yes, we can 
come into the presence of God’s revelation of himself, and 
interpret its meaning as those who are perusing a face. 
Some of us have learnt long ago by homely experience 
how to peruse a face. We have gazed at a care-worn 
countenance with filial love, we have read wrinkles and 
found them furrows where wisdom’s corn grew, we have 
read disfigurements and found them to be the scars of 
time’s warfare and the trophies of spiritual victory. We 
have proved how a face can be more eloquent than any 
speech. When he stands before his dead mother’s picture 
a son will cry: “O that those lips had language!” but 
while she was living with him he often learned from her 
mere look what words were too weak to tell. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF SCARS 


There is a poem by Mrs. Browning which describes 
how someone was pressed and baffled with hard question- 
ings until she could find no answer except this: “Look 
in my face and see.” How does Christ answer our per- 
plexed questions about ourselves and our brothers, about 
the meaning of this world and the mystery of the world 
to come? How does he make our doubts remove—those 
gloomy doubts that rise up to haunt us and daunt us in 
lonely, sorrowful hours, when we wonder whether any 
duty is certain and whether any sacrifice is worth while? 
Our Lord does not respond by giving us definitions or ex- 
planations: he simply confronts us with himself. He says, 
in effect: “Look in my face and see. He that hath seen 
me, hath seen the Father.” It had not entered into our 


hearts to conceive the secret majesty of the Most High. 
3ut here is the eternal grandeur and glory—to eat and 


drink with publicans and sinners, to carry the lambs in his 
arms, to welcome the prodigals while they are yet a great 
way off, to wipe away all tears from their eyes. It is the 
glory of God that he bears all things and endures all 
things for the sake of his children, that he exists from 
eternity to eternity by giving himself away. 


THE ETERNAL GRANDEUR 


The fashion of this Countenance does not alter. 
People may dispute about books of the Bible, or rites of 
the Church, or clauses in the Creed, but they find little 
room to dispute about the character of Christ himself. 
Simple people have a plain enough idea of what manner of 
man he is. Nay, he has changed our ideas about goodness, 
so that we call a man good in proportion as he reminds 
us of Christ. We can never dream of anyone nobler, or 
purer, or braver, or more tender, or more faithful. The 
best thing we can say about God is that He is like Christ. 
His glory is in the face of Christ. And the expression of 
that countenance beams as bright and clear as it shone in 
the beginning. It knows no variableness; it is the same 
yesterday, and today, and forever. When I lift my eyes 
above the dust and conflict of things present and gaze into 
the mists of far-away time: 


“That One face, far from vanish, rather grows, 
Or decomposes but to recompose, 
Become my universe, that feels and knows.” 
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Christmas Prayer 


S the Christmas season draws near, our thoughts 

turn instinctively to God. The voice of the Christ, 

ever His spokesman, but often unheeded, becomes 
winsome and compelling, as it is brought to us through the 
lips of the child in the manger. 

Surely on this Christmas, of all days, our ears must 
be open to His call. The tumult of the battle is hushed 
at last and men can hear again with thankful hearts the 
Christmas message—peace, good-will. From the past with 
its sad story of sin and shame our thoughts turn to the 
future with its new hope for men and for nations, and we 
thank God and take courage. 

It is fitting that we should do so together. At this 
Christmas season when hearts are sensitive to influences 
from the unseen shall there not rise to God from our 
homes and from our churches a common thanksgiving and 
a common intercession ? 

Let us thank Him for the coming of peace, that the 
energies that have hitherto been concentrated upon slaugh- 
ter and destruction are now released to nobler uses and we 
can begin again to heal and to build. 

Let us thank Him for the vindication of righteousness, 
that the peace which has come is a righteous peace, justify- 
ing our faith in the sovereignty of justice in the affairs of 
nations and opening to all the peoples the possibility of 
achieving liberty under law. 

Let us thank Him for the new revelation of the spirit 
of service in the heart of humanity, that the summons to 
sacrifice has not gone unheeded, but in every nation men 
and women at the call of country have freely given their 
all, even life itself. 

Above all, let us thank Him for the new demonstration 
of the unity of mankind, that the word of Scripture, that 
God has made of one all the nations to dwell together upon 
the face of the earth has been burned into the consciousness 
of the peoples, till it has become the most pressing con- 
cern of statesmen, as it has ever been the prayer of prophet 
and of saint. 

But with thanksgiving there is need also of consecra- 
tion and intercession. In the nation, in the church, in the 
world, in our own lives, we face unfinished tasks for which 
our own unaided strength is too weak. Momentous issues 
confront us, for which we need guidance from above. While 
we were at war we were swept along on the tide of a con- 
tagious enthusiasm. Now that we are at peace we face 
our tasks soberly and without illusion. 

Let us pray for His presence in our own lives, that as 
God was made man in Jesus Christ and dwelt among us— 
the Word incarnate—so Christ may so possess our lives 
that we may become interpreters of God to men, living 
epistles read and known of all men. 

Let us pray for His presence in our national life, that 
we may be one in the spirit of faith and service, realizing 
in all our relationships, social, individual, political, racial, 
the principles of justice, liberty and brotherhood which we 
have been fighting to make possible for others. 

Let us pray for our soldiers and sailors, that as they 
come back to the country for which they have given and 
risked so much they may bring with them a spirit of loy- 
alty and self-sacrifice that will reveal to us our better selves ; 


and may we who have remained at home, serving behind the 
line in factory, in office, on the farm and in the home, meet 
them in the same spirit, and together reconsecrate our- 
selves to new service in no less exacting, if less dramatic, 
responsibilities than the old. 

Let us pray for all who suffer in mind and body, and 
all who minister to their suffering; for the sick and the 
wounded, for the fatherless and the widows, for the home- 
less and for the starving, for those who miss vanished 
faces and those who mourn lost ideals, that God may be 
with them to comfort and to heal. And that those who 
minister to them in Christ’s name—chaplains, doctors, 
nurses, workers in Christian associations and Red Cross, 
ministers of religion, men and women of good-will every- 
where, may carry with their ministry of helpfulness and 
healing the gift of a living faith in the living and loving 
God. 

Let us pray for the unity of nations, that those who 
meet at the peace table may put away all thought of self 
and pride of will, and that out of their deliberations may 
come the foundations of a new international order, in 
which free peoples shall learn to live together in mutual 
helpfulness and self-respect. 

Let us pray for the unity of the church of Christ, that 
what we seek for the world may first be realized in the 
church, that we may be one in faith in God, our Father, in 
love for man, our brother, in loyalty to Christ, our Saviour, 
in complete submission to the Spirit, our sanctifier, and that 
this inner union of spirit may be manifest in common wor- 
ship and in common service, that the world may believe 
that God has sent Christ to be the Saviour of the world. 

Above all, let us pray for God’s blessing upon all who 
are called to leadership in church and state, that they may 
be single in mind and heart, and in the spirit of Christ, who 
was willing to die that others might live, seek only to do 
the will of God as God through Christ shall make it known 
to them. 

Finally, let us pray for the outpouring of the divine 
Spirit in all the world, that the spirit of Christ may rule in 
the hearts of men everywhere, the spirit of penitence and 
humility, the spirit of consecration and service, the spirit 
of faith and of courage, the spirit of love that bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures to 
the end. 

And let us ask in faith, counting nothing too hard for 
God, but remembering the word of our Lord to his dis- 
ciples, with man it is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible. 

With this prayer and in this spirit let us go forward 
together into the new year and the new age. 


Joun R. Mort, General Secretary, 

Young Men’s Christian Association. 
FRANK Mason Norta, President, 

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ, in 
America. 

Rosert E. Speer, Chairman, 

General War-Time Commission of the Churches. 
Mase Cratty, General Secretary, 

Young Women’s Christian Association. 
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ve mner Theme for the Day—The Blessedness of Daily Work. 

, Our daily work is part of God’s plan for us—and a 
large and basic part. We must avoid that fallacy so com- 
mon among religious people that work is secular and wor- 
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ship is religious. Work is religious, if it is good work well 
done. Indeed, good work, be it ever so commonplace, is a 
form of worship. Out of it grows character. God reveals 
Himself increasingly in our times in the work-a-day life of 
men. He calls us to take up our tasks, with all their 
drudgery and exactions, in a spirit of joy and patience and 
courage. 

+ 

Scripture—Man goeth forth unto his work, and to his 

labor until the evening. —Psalm 104: 22. 

+ 


Forenoon, and afternoon, and night ;-—-Forenoon, 
And afternoon, and night; Forenoon, and—what? 
The empty song repeats itself. No more? 
Yea, that is life; make this forenoon sublime, 
This afternoon a psalm, this night a prayer, 
And time is conquered, and thy crown is won. 
Epwarp Row1anp Sm (“The Day”). 


+ 

Prayer—Good Father, Thou hast set before us a goodly 
heritage, and the lines are fallen to us in pleasant places. 
We have our daily work and our nightly rest, and blessings 
enough to make us ever grateful. Save us, we pray Thee, 
from discontent, from depression of spirit and from thank- 
lessness. Make us strong and of good courage. Suffer us 
not to grow weary in our task, nor to faint in our pilgrim- 
age. So shall we be fitted for higher blessings and nobler 
service in a world without end.—Amen. 


(185) 
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The Moral Aftermath of War—lI. 


War Emotions vs. 
Patriotic Convictions 


LL our moral reactions to war are not deepened into 
A stable convictions. Many of them are emotional reac- 

tions. The war emergency enlisted enthusiasms that 
overcame steady habits of living and thinking and turned 
many a selfish person into a generous giver for the time 
being. It suppressed habits of dissipation and wastefulness 
and inhibited desires for pleasure. Many a giddy young thing 
became filled with a heroic desire to be a nurse behind the 
battle lines and multitudes of men who were never noted for 
civic principles became flaming apostles of patriotism, anxious 
to face the dangers of battle. Women who took the Red 
Cross training course refuse now by thousands to use it to 
nurse influenza victims and people who led in war enterprises 
are withdrawing in large numbers, though the need for their 
work is as great as ever. 

We read of German soldiers singing on their way home 
and of Munich cafés being full of young women, both classes 
acting more like they had won victory than as if submerged 
in the gray despair of defeat. These are largely people whose 
reactions to war were emotional and not matters of convic- 
tion. The German soldier who puts a green sprig in his cap 
and sings as he marches home in defeat followed the patriotic 
appeal to die for the Fatherland with an enthusiasm that made 
him brave death eagerly, but he did not enlist because he 
believed in the cause or knew anything about it; he responded 
to the deft play of the leaders upon his primitive emotion as 
a patriot. It was never his to reason why but to fight for 
the Fatherland. When defeat stared him in the face his 
Why die for a losing issue? And for the 
first time he inquired about the reality of the issue. Ration- 
ally he was not following a Cause; he was following leaders. 
His love of life had been suppressed by their appeal to his 
patriotism—and that primitive, non-rationalized love of 
Fatherland filled him with a holy enthusiasm. Defeat awak- 
ens him. His normal love of life arises and he sings because 
he can go heme and he turns a deep hate against the auto- 
crats who misled him. 

The gay café crowds illustrate another phase of this same 
condition. They are not celebrating their country’s defeat; 
they are ignoring it. Natural exuberance plays over the long 
suppressed social instincts and they are gay in spite of all 
that is rational. Few of them are celebrating the overthrow 
of the autocracy; their response to the revolution is of the 
same emotional nature as was their response to the call of war. 
It is simply a reaction of suppressed emotion and they are 
gay for the same reason that a girl giggles after serious 
things have happened or people sometimes forget themselves 
and talk laughingly at funerals. For this same reason the 
customary inhibitions and conventions regarding sex and 
domestic relations broke down in France and England in a 
multitude of cases and perfectly respectable folk did things 
of which they will never tell or wish told when normal events 
restore them to the usual courses of habitual living. 


enthusiasm cooled. 


Unleashing the 
Prisoners of War 


Multitudes made prisoners of their usual selves during 
the war because they were caught up in the wave of patriot- 
ism and exalted by it into servants of a great cause. Selfish- 
ness, habits of easy spending, the coddling of luxuriousness, 
profit mongering, class hate, loose and thoughtless living and 
all the brood of self-loving, habitual and easy-going habits 
were arrested and the better self put in stern command to 
meet the emergency. This was not true of all. Some made 
mart of war and sought to trade on the morals and blood of 
their fellow-men. 

Now war is over and the prisoners, the real permanent 


selves, are released and they come back with pent-up energy. 
The war emotion did not deepen into abiding conviction; it 
never became a guiding will for life. Instead, the feeling now 
is that the loss must be made good. The bent-under bough 
returns with a swish and force that bodes no good to him who 
stands in the way. He that was filthy remains filthy still and 
the very experience of tense emotion to which the natural man 
was subjected becomes a dynamic to drive harder; the unrea- 
soning feeling that carried him on with the crowd to the 
heights breaks over like the crest of a tide when the barrier 
is removed. The emotional dynamic is there, but it is sud- 
denly unleashed from its well directed course and ieft to 
waste itself upon whatever may be in its way. Thus heroic 
soldiers loot as they return from the battle-field, men able 
to command their lives into the face of death turn with like 
determination to do unlawful things, forces mobilized on class 
lines for war gather their hosts for a class war upon those 
with whom they have labored under war's truce for the time 
being, evils prohibited as a war measure confidently count upon 
returning with the “lid” off to feed the riot of appetite that 
flows like an ebb tide back from the front 

In other words, the accentuated heroisms of war do not 
necessarily promise a continuance of the same heroic virtues 
in times of peace. Indeed they may bring only a reversion 
from them. The French chauvinist who criticises the league 
of nations idea by saying the dream is of a golden age but 
that the American President has not yet done the eminently 
necessary thing of creating a new humanity founds his crit- 
icism upon a fact. When war is upon us we can be heroic 
Allies; as soon as it is over we become clamorous nationalists. 
We suppressed our narrow nationalism to meet the emer- 
gency, but now it comes back with a whang. We adjourned 
politics to win the war, but now it comes back with a clamor- 
ous cheapness that pits shallow partisanship against the high 
ideals for which we fought. We brought capital and labor 
together in a worthy cooperation to feed the insatiable maw 
of war and raised production to unheard of levels, but now 
we hear the ominous growls of the class war arising. We 
arose to high levels of promise for religious unity and now 
the very committees appointed to arrange the fraternal con- 
ferences throw the levers into the wheels and obstruct the 
process. We prohibit the liquor traffic to save the waste of 
both food and morale, and now the brewers are willing to 
gamble millions upon a campaign to defeat permanent pro- 
hibition because they believe the whole crusade will suffer 
this type of a reaction. We arose above race prejudice and 
fought together as brothers, and now we are in danger of 
so undiscriminatingly hating the German that our aversion to 
him will form the ground-work for a hate of any race that 
crosses our pathway. We arose to high levels of self-abnega- 
tion to win the war; will we return now to cur old selves 
determined to make up all we lost by the sacrifice? 


What Will the 
Harvest Be? 


The ebb tides of war passion will destroy much for which 
we had hoped under the exaltations of service and devotion 
to a great cause. The prisoner selves will not all be con- 
verted; many will come back made worse by the character of 
their confinement. The barbarism of battle will have over- 
thrown much that was high and holy in the war. Multitudes 
of emotional natures will have been made more emotional 
and superficial still; the exchange of vocation will simply be 
from the unselfish to the selfish and the power strengthened 
in a good cause will have become greater to promote one that 
is evil. Rushing rivers that ran over power wheels may be 


turned into floods that destrdy. But some things will have 
deepened into convictions and the sober rationalizing that is 
bound to take place will build more and more of those things 
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good brought out by war’s emergency into the enduring fabric 
of our social life. 

Var requires great emphasis upon love of country and 
results in a revival of nationalism. After four years of war 


as united nations we face the peace conference with this se 
accentuated sense of national feeling and the old nationalistic 
ideals shout loudly for preference. How much of the unity 
attained will we be able to save for the new era through 
international action? How deeply has the crime of breaking 


the unity of the world cut into our old nationalistic chauvin- 
isms? Certainly we will be able now to get a start toward 
world federation and a chance to evolve in that direction. War 
tends to drive hate deep and accentuate racial discriminations, 
but in this war many races battled together. Will we be able 
to hate the German and discriminate against him, yet soften ° 

the old racial lines to any degree? Will Allies soon lose It t t lat f y t d 
mutual regard in petty scrambles for priority in settlement, IS no 00 € or ou 0 sen 
disagree over a division of Germany’s colonies and ships and 


° . 
set up diplomatic hostilities through the old game of advan- your friend the perfect gift— 


tage in the future world of trade? Certainly a large degree ‘ ” a 
of mutual regard and racial respect must emerge from this THE DAILY ALTAR This IS the 
magnificent fellowship in arms for a common cause and re- ? 

sult in entente cordials of lasting duration between the great ° 

powers and a larger measure of rights to the weaker races most beautiful hook ever pub- 


represented. Class lines were erased in order that the nations 
might present a united front, but there are signs aplenty lished b the Di > | f Chris 

that each class will endeavor to take advantage of the situa- \ ISCIP es 0 L, 
tion to push its class claims. Capital was enlisted in great 


enterprises and offered alluring profits. Will it use its gains and there 1S not in existence d 


to promote a continuance of profits and to establish priority 
in trade? Labor was guaranteed immunity from many of its ual f d ba th 
old troubles and gained much for which it had long been Man 0 evotion at Can 
working. Will it proclaim a class war of selfish type by use - ‘ fe 
of its enlarged rights? pared th t Th book 
How much of the old will come back? How much of the com WI l ° e IS 


new will we be able to build into the world of tomorrow? It 


. 
all depends upon how largely we are Christians in facing these a work of art—printed on eX- 


issues. If there is a fundamental Christian conviction within big < 
us that will serve as a mediating principle for the resolution t | fi bo d full 
of all the emotions and lessons of the war we will make quis! ely ine paper, un In 
progress toward the Kingdom of God. If we relegate our e ° 

religion to the circumscribed round of personal daily rela- leather, with gilt edges, round 


tions and still follow the devil in our class and race and 
national relations we will gain no more than selfish policy 


e 7 
dictates. If we really believe in Jesus Christ and His King- corners and silk marker. It Is 


dom we will dare to do the right, even the ideal thing, in 


faith that there is a ruler in the universe who will conserve a delight to the hand and eye. 


the results. Atva W. Taytor. 
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Repression of Free Discussion of friends you wish to have 
Editor of Tae Curistran Century: this book as a gift from you, 
HERE appeared some time ago in the “Century” a very ° ° P 
‘ striking article from William E. Barton in which he said, with your gift card, and we will 
“We have come to a time when discussion is viewed with mail books directly to them 
disfavor.” He went at length to show how measures were a 
railroaded through and discussion shut off. This has caused upon receipt of the names. 
| much reflection and I have read his words over again. It is 
5 a serious reflection to think now what the Church might have Price, $2.00. In lots of six, $10.00. 
done to have prevented the ten million murders and all tears Postage, 8 to 16 cents for each copy 


and agony and blood of the war. Not only do I dare say that 
if there had been a Christian Church in Germany attending to 
its first business the war never could have begun there, but 
I also say that the Christian Church of other nations and of 


e ,@ 
America, if it had done its duty, might have gone far toward The Christi Ce Pr 
preventing it. an Ven @Ss 


As I am not aware that the question was ever broached 


or discussed in the great conventions, I lay the blame of the 700 East 40th Street, Chicago 
war at the feet of all conventions of religion in the measure 


) of their ability to stop the murder game of kings and rich 
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men in war. I do not think any convention of late years would 
allow the question to be opened for discussion and this is my 
opinion also of the religious press. 

What seems to have happened to our one time free 
discussion and seeking for the truth is this. The time came 
when the call for money was hindered by the discussion 
over societies and the organ and the like, and seeing we 
had conquered a territory of some hundreds of thousands 
of members we began to enter upon the spoils of our victory 
and to “look back with pride” upon our conquests and to or- 
ganize most efficiently for getting the largest possible amount 
of money to make new converts no better than ourselves in 
this respect. 

Our people became obsessed of a body of teaching which 
resulted in a painful narrowness compared with those advances 
in Bible knowledge and the experience of ongoing time and 
now the old free discussions are passing away, leaving us in 
“a state of arrested development.” 


Chicago, Il. Jasper S. HuGHEs. 


Corrects ‘‘Century” Statement 


In your issue of November 14th you state that C. C. Converse, 
who recently died at his home in Englewood, N. J., was the author 
of the hymn, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” Permit me to 
make this correction: Mr. Converse wrote the tune to which this 
hymn is usually sung. The hymn was written by Joseph Scriven, 
who was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1820. At twenty-five he was 
graduated from Trinity College. The accidental death by drowning 
of his fiance on the eve of their wedding day led him to write this 
hymn and to consecrate his life to the service of Christ. 


Indianapolis, Ind. W. E. M. HackLeMan. 


Some Postscripts 


The Christian Century is an excellent religious journal. From 
both a spiritual and literary viewpoint it is very satisfactory. 
Blackwell, Okla. C. B. May. 


* * * 


The “Century” is getting better all the time. 


Cleveland, O. Harris R. Cooney. 
** * 
The Century is keeping up well. Congratulations are in 
order! Verte W. Biarr. 
Eureka, Ill. 
> * * 


Allow me to say that I am delighted with The Christian Cen- 
tury. JacKson SMITH. 

Beckley, W. Va. 

‘ *_ * * 

Sometimes our Century gets mislaid; when this occurs, if 
you could see the “search and seizure” party at work, you might 
get some idea of our appreciation of John R. Ewers’ Sunday 
school lesson notes. CHARLES TRAXLER. 

Cuyahoga Falls, O. 


The Sunday School 


Ebbing Tides* 


Tite is Review Sunday, and why should we look back over 





the past quarter only? This is the last Sunday in 1918— 

why should we not sweep our eyes over the entire year, and 
why should we not carefully note what religious progress we have 
made this year? 


Our lesson is entitled “Faith’s Victories”—a very broad theme, 


for if there have been victories they must have sprung from our 


*Lesson for Dec. 29. 


Scripture Reading, Heb. 11:8-22. 
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faith; and, conversely, if there have been failures they must have 
sprung from our lack of faith. Victory depends upon the vivid- 
ness and vitality of our conception of Jesus. Believing Him, trust- 
ing Him, relying upon Him, following Him means certain victory. 
We may take stock of our faith today. 

Of what avail are the victories of ancient Abraham unless 
trusting in God I venture forth to do brave things for Him? Of 
what avail the constant life of Isaac unless I can keep my faith 
unshaken to the end? Of what value the wrestlings of Jacob 
unless I, too, pray mightily to my God? Of what account the 
study of Joseph unless I, too, maintain my integrity and upright- 
ness in the presence of the living God? Have these ancient 
worthies stimulated me to my victories in the past year? 

The war has made all things new. Already we are dwelling 
in a new environment. Everywhere the soldier, everywhere the 
flag, everywhere the liberty loan and the savings stamp, everywhere 
the blazing headline telling of the sacrificial deed, everywhere the 
church moving swiftly toward organic union, everywhere doctrines 
being shoved into second place before the supreme worth of actual 
deed (creed giving place to need), everywhere the Red Cross and 
the Red Triangle. The war is testing us as by fire! Hay, wood 
and stubble are burning into ashes to be scattered by the winds; 
gold, silver and precious stones are being refined and purified. 

The tides of the old year are ebbing. Let them carry away 
all of your sins, all of your shortcomings, all of your doubts and 
all of your conceits. We are very humble at the end of this old 
year. Let us examine certain virtues brought out by the war to 
see how we have developed for this year. 

Take generosity. The war has shattered all of our old stand- 
ards of giving. We have been spending billions to win the war. 
Taxes have jumped enormously and not a whimper has arisen; 
gladly the people have responded. The Red Cross and the Y. M. C. 
A, have been most generously received. Liberty bonds and savings 
stamps have been purchased in unbelievable amounts. The Men 
and Millions movement has swept through our churches asking for 
an emergency fund. Our local charities have made unusual de- 


Save a Child’s Life 


400,000 Children are 
Starving in Bible Lands 
TO-DAY 


Sunday School Visitation Day 
December First 


Offering—THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 


Immediate Need - $30,000,000 
Sunday School Goal 2,000,000 


For Literature and Programs address 
David H. Owen 
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Armenian and Syrian Relief 
1 Madison Ave., New York City 
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mands and our local church has had its needs. How have I meas- 
ured up in generosity? Have I approached one-tenth? Have I sur- 
passed it? Have I grown in generosity? Have I smashed my old 
standards for all time? This is a great problem to face in this 
hour. May the ebbing tide carry away all my stinginess. 

Take bravery. I am just in receipt of a letter from one of my 
lads in France. He talks about the American spirit; how the 
Americans wanted to get into the fight and clean things up for 
decency and democracy. Brave as tigers—the bravest men that 
ever lived. Reared and trained as civilians, but when the need 





THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 17 


arises, plunging into the world war as they never did into busi- 
ness; finding in unselfish service a greater zest than ever they 
did in any form of life before. Then one has to think of the sur- 
passing bravery of the mothers of our soldiers and the patient 
endurance of the fathers. Let all cowardice vanish on the ebbing 
tides. 

Take vital religion. Creeds are done for; God has secured 
recognition. Jesus has come to his own. Let all practical atheism 
drift away on the outgoing tides of the year, all ready for 1919— 
a glorious year. Joun R. Ewers. 








Disciple Leaders on Disciples’ Issues 


Seven Propositions for the Critics of the 
College of the Bible 


By E. L. Powell, 
Pastor First Christian Church, Louisville, Ky. 


League and the Christian Standard against the College of 

the Bible, I submit the following propositions: 

First—The Trustees, President and Faculty of the College 
of the Bible, emphatically declare that they are loyal in 
thought, in heart, in conscience, in teaching, in preaching and 
practice to the genius and spirit and principles of the religious 
body now generally known as the Disciples of Christ. 


|: view of the charges of the self-constituted Bible College 


Second—The fundamental principle of Protestantism, ac- 
cepted from the beginning by the Disciples of Christ, and that 
which alone gives meaning to the existence of this religious 
body, is the right of private interpretation. The Faculty of 
Transylvania and the College of the Bible has claimed and 
exercised this liberty, within the clearly recognized limitations 
imposed by the authority of Jesus Christ, this unseen and 
spiritual authority always guiding, directing, restraining and 
saving institutions and students from any touch or taint of 
destructive criticism. 

Third—In the exercise of this Protestant liberty within 
such bounds as conscious loyalty to Jesus Christ imposes, the 
Faculty cannot be persuaded that the Lord of the conscience 
either requires or is pleased with intellectual dishonesty on 
the part of Christian institutions appointed to lead the minds 
of youth in thinking God’s thoughts after Him. 

Fourth—The issue raised by the Bible College League 
and the Christian Standard is academic liberty vs. Ecclesias- 
tical authority. This attempted ecclesiastical authority over 
the administration and instruction of a Christian institution is 
a contradictory and impossible thing among the Disciples of 
Christ, and nothing less than a betrayal of our cause, and an 
insult to Him who said, “Ye shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free.” 

Fifth—The President and Faculty of the College of the 
Bible have a right to ask their critics what they would have 
the professors teach, since they so loudly object to what is 
teught. How shall the professors discover any departure 
from a given standard if no such standard is provided? Let 
the critics furnish the creed and then let the professors be 
measured as to their conformity. Without a propositional 
creed dealing with the subject matter to be taught as con- 
tained in the Bible, Philosophy, Science, with what fairness 
can it be charged that the professors are disloyal to the 
accepted teaching of the Fathers? What is the accepted 
teaching? 

Sixth—The Faculty has a right to challenge the Christian 
Standard and the self-constituted Bible College League to 
prepare and publish a creed as interpretative of the teachings 
and traditions of the Disciples of Christ, and to mark it, in a 
single syllable, authoritative. 


Seventh—In the meantime and until the professors shall 
be shown a better way, they have a right to claim and exer- 
cise their liberty in Christ, happy in their fellowship with the 
religious body whose electric words are Liberty, Loyalty, 
Democracy and Union, refusing to be turned aside from the 
simple and delightful path of ever advancing knowledge and 
ever increasing responsibility and opportunity. I appeal from 
their critics to the Christ of conscience. 

+ * - 


Heretics and Heresies 


HERETIC is one who destroys the faith of others in 
A Jesus, our Lord, and there is no place for that kind of 

man in the church. But there is more than one kind of 
heretic. The one who destroys faith by his preaching and 
teaching is easily disposed of and the churches generally do 
that by stopping his pay and allowing his time to go on. Really 
the teacher of heresy is not the most dangerous. There are 
other destroyers of faith that go far beyond him in power and 
in evil results. 

These last are not preachers, but laymen, and they do their 
evil work in their relations with man and in their daily prac- 
tices. 

Here is one, for instance, who is personally clean and he 
often stands at the Lord’s table. The village had no facilities 
for the social life of the young and the young women asked 
him if they might have the church building for three evenings 
a week to supply this necessity to young life. They offered 
to ask two or three of the good ladies to chaperone these eve- 
nings, and observe all the properties. But the great man who 
controlled the church promptly, and with much righteous in- 
dignation, squarely and bluntly refused them their reasonable 
request, and he did it on the ground that the building was “the 
most sacredest place in the world,” and it must not be defiled! 
In a word, he was still living in the middle ages and had not 
learned that our Lord held that the most sacred thing in the 
world is human life. He was willing for the young to go to 
ruin, as they often do in villages, in order to save a building 
made of brick and mortar. These young people will be de- 
prived of the memory that when they needed it most the 
friendship and protection of the church was given them. 

Another example of the working of this kind of heresy 
was found in the case of another prominent member, and 
man of business, who had a retail store in which he employed 
several lady clerks. While he stood at the Lord’s table of 
Sundays, during the week he worked these clerks overtime, 
contrary to the law of his state, and oppressed them in other 
ways, and yet he wondered and scolded because the young 
people would not come to church. Of course, he attributed 
their indifference to the inability of the preacher to “draw” 
and he was active in securing the removal of the good man 
at the end of the year. However, this man was also a stickler 
for what he called soundness in the faith, and he carefully 
quizzed every preacher, before admitting him to the pulpit, 
that he might be sure he would not betray the faith! 


—Secretary J. Fred Jones of Oklahoma, in the Christian Courier. 





The Larger Christian World 


A Department of Interdenominational Acquaintance 


Agreement on , KS 
Church Unity 


HE leaders of the Established Church and the Free 
Church in England have been able to adopt a program 
for the union of the Christians of Great Britain which 
will be put before the leaders of both groups for adoption in 
the near future. Only a war year would have prevented the 
world from pausing to study this movement which is most 
significant of the trend that is setting in in the direction of 
unity. The following are the principles which will underlie 
this union: “1, That continuity with the historic episcopate 
should be effectively preserved. 2. That, in order that the 
rights and responsibilities of the whole Christian community 
in the government of the Church may be adequately recog- 
nized, the episcopate should re-assume a constitutional form, 
both as regards the method of the election of the bishop, as 
by clergy and people, and the method of government after 
election. It is perhaps necessary that we should call to mind 
that such was the primitive ideal and practice of episcopacy, 
and it so remains in many episcopal communions today. 
That acceptance of the fact of episcopacy, and not any 
theory as to its character, should be all that is asked for. 
We think that this may be the more easily taken for granted 
as the acceptance of any such theory is not now required of 
ministers of the Church of England. It would no doubt be 
necessary before any arrangement for corporate reunion could 
be made to discuss the exact functions which it may be agreed 
to recognize as belonging to the episcopate, but we think 
this can be left to the future.” 


Philadelphia Conference 
on Church Unity 


The Philadelphia Conference on Church Unity called by 
action of the Presbyterian Assembly of last spring held a 
harmonious session December 4 to 6. Among the denomi- 
nations represented were the Congregationalists, the Disciples, 
the Evangelical Synod, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Moravians, the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Reformed Church in the 
U. S., the Society of Friends and the United Presbyterian 
Church. At the close of the conference, a series of resolu- 
tions was unanimously adopted as a tentative program, in- 
cluding the following: 

“That the members of this conference from each com- 
munion be asked as soon as possible to appoint representa- 
tives on an ad interim committee to carry forward the move- 
ment toward organic union. 

“The committee shall be composed of one member from 
each communion, and one additional member for each 500,000 
communicants or fraction thereof. 

“The same privilege of membership on the committee 
shall be extended to evangelical denominations not repre- 
sented here. 

“The members of the committee appointed by the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States are asked to act as the 
nucleus and convener of the committee. 

“This committee shall be charged with these duties: 

“Develop and use at its discretion agencies and methods 
for discovering the creating interest in the subject of organic 
union throughout the churches of the country. 

“Make provision for presenting, by personal delegations, 
or otherwise, to the national bodies of all the evangelical 
communions of the United States urgent invitations to par- 
ticipate in an interdenominational council on organic union. 

“Lay before the bodies thus approached the steps neces- 
sary for the holding of such council, including the plan and 
basis of representation and the date of the council, which 
shall be as early as possible, and in any event not later than 
1920, 


“To prepare for presentation to such council when it 
shall assemble a suggested plan or plans of organic union.” 


Need for More 
Y. M. C. A. Workers 


The Y. M. C. A. is building up a vast army of lay re- 
ligious workers, far more significant than the religious orders 
of the middle ages. The increase in funds has put a great 
burden on the War Personnel Board in the selection of addi- 
tional workers. Sunday, December 1, was designated as Red 
Triangle Day and on this day the ministers were requested 
to ask for the recruiting of aid for service across the seas. 
The overseas workers will be used in a program of county 
work when they return from France and the Y. M. C. A. 
will be offering coéperation with practically all the village 
and rural churches under this program to aid in interesting 
men and boys in religious work. 


Portrait of Bishop of 
Oxford for America 


The visit of the Bishop of Oxford to this country is con- 
sidered a noteworthy event which should be commemorated 
in fitting manner. A movement is now on foot to raise two 
thousand dollars with which to have a portrait of the bishop 
made by Mrs. Rieber, the well-known artist, and presented to 
the library of the General Theological Seminary of New York 
(Episcopalian). The artist’s fee will be turned over to the 
fund for Armenian and Syrian relief. The bishop has recently 
given her a sitting in the Red Cross room of the Yale Club. 


Institute of 
Applied Christianity 


The government has been able to enlist the service of 
dollar-a-year men during the war for the service of the coun- 
try, but the Institute of Applied Christianity in New York 
undertakes to enlist business men all the time for a service 
to religion which may be rendered without interruption of 
their business activities. A thousand men have been under 
instruction by this institution the past year and many of these 
have served a night a week in Red Cross booths. Religious 
business men of New York support the Institute with con- 
tributions of from $25 to $100 a year. Some well-known busi- 
ness men are sponsors of the enterprise. 


Chicago Y. M. C. A, 
War Service 


The list of accomplishments of the Y. M. C. A. in Chicago 
in connection with the war during the past six months repre- 
sents a most remarkable record. Fifty-eight workers were 
sent out on seventy-six trains and helped serve nearly 
thirty-five thousand men on their way to war camps. They 
met men on 254 trains during a stop-over in Chicago, serving 
nearly a hundred thousand soldiers and sailors. Sleeping 
accommodations were provided for more than a hundred thou- 
sand men and meals were served to 175,000. Lectures and 
entertainments were provided for 31,485 men and religious 
meetings for 9,242. 


Laymen Head of Commission 
on Evangelism 


The Commission on Evangelism of the Federal Council has 
selected as secretary Mr. James M. Speers, a prominent New 
York business man, who has been identified with many of 
the religious movements of the time. He has accepted his 
appointment at the hands of President Frank Mason North 
and will begin his work at once. 


Orvis F. Jorpan. 
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News of the Churches 


Day of Prayer at Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland, O. 


Wednesday, December 4th, was ob- 
served as a Day of Prayer at Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland, O., to which work 
J. H. Goldner has ministered for many 
fruitful years. This was the schedule of 
the day as arranged by Mr. Goldner: 
From 6:30 a. m. to 7:30 a. m.—under the 
auspices of the Men’s class. From 10:30 
a. m. to 11:30 a. m.—under the auspices 
of the Women’s Missionary society. 
From 1:30 p. m. to 2:30 p. m.—under the 
auspices of the Ladies league. From 
4:00 p. m. to 5:00 p. m.—under the aus- 
pices of the King’s Daughters. From 
7:30 p. m. to 8:30 p. m.—the entire 
church assembling for prayer. Nineteen 
“objects of intercession” were listed on 
the program of the day. Euclid Avenue 
will hold a three months’ campaign or 
evangelism beginning January 1. This 
plan has proved a very fruitful one with 
the Cleveland church. 


The Next Congress of the 
Disciples of Christ 


Problems of readjustment, Christian 
doctrine and other phases of the work 
of the brotherhood will be considered in 
the program for the next Congress of 


the Disciples of Christ. The sessions 
will be held at Lexington, Ky., Apr. 22- 
24. The program committee consists 


of: George A. Compbell, St. Louis, Pres.; 
F. E. Lumley, Indianapolis, Vice Pres.; 
E. B. Barnes, Cleveland, Sec.; W. E. M. 
Hackleman, Indianapolis, Treas. 


Campbell Institute To Publish 
“The Scroll” 


The Campbell Institute begins the new 
year with the publication of The Scroll, 
which continues the Institute Bulletin. 
The same writers will continue with The 
Scroll with the addition of others. It 
is part of the function of The Scroll to 
discover writing talent and to encourage 
the production of articles from various 
sources. O. F. Jordan, the editor-in-chief, 
has served in this capacity for eight 
years and will contribute live editorials 
on on gregrem of the successful church. 
Dr. E. S. Ames, whose trenchant pen has 
made hive known to a large public, will 
write each month, on topics related to 
his concept of religion. Professor Robert 
E. Park, of the University of Chicago, 
department of sociology, will write upon 
social topics. Prof. Lee E. Cannon is 
alive to the new religious tendencies in 
contemporaneous literature and will in- 
terpret these. Eleven departments of 
scholarly interest will be covered by 
editors. The Scroll begins its career 


with no subscription list and is at present 
sixteen pages in size, to be increased as 
the subscription list grows. 


Indiana Church Loses 
Leader to Texas 


Gerald Culberson of the Bedford, Ind., 
church, goes to Longview, Texas. Of 
his going the local paper says: “Rev 
Gerald Culberson, for the past three 
years pastor of the First Christian 
church, has resigned and will leave Bed- 
ford shortly for Longview, Tex., where 
he has accepted the pastorate of First 
Christian church of that city. The an- 
nouncement which was made to the 
congregation last Sunday morning was 
received with the deepest regret by the 
members of the church and the pastor’s 


many friends. During their three years’ 
residence here, Mr. Culberson and fam- 
ily have made a host of warm friends 


both within and without the congrega- 
tion. He has been active in all civic and 
patriotic movements, and his removal 
from our midst will be widely felt. They 
will have the best wishes of all, and 

prosperous future is predicted for them 
in their new home.” Mr. Culberson 
writes: “While economic conditions 
have been singularly unfavorable to ex- 
tensive growth during our stay here, the 


church has gained intensively. Over 
$30,000 has been expended in added 
equipment, about half of which is paid 


out; missionary zeal is quickened; and a 
sense of stewardship is awakened as 
never before. This is a great church, 
and only the urgency of a similar work 
awaiting to be done in the Southwest 
takes us away from this loyal people.” 


Orvis F. Jordan Mixes Up 
With Sects! 


O. F. Jordan, of the Evanston, Chi- 
cago church, was at Millikin Univer- 
sity on Wednesday and Thursday two 


weeks ago giving vocational talks. At 
the close of the talks war roll cards 
were distributed and 175 persons signed 
for the Christian life, 50 of these per- 
sons being non-church members; the 
remainder pledged themselves to active 
Christian leadership. Mr. Jordan was at 
Northwestern College, Naperville, IIl., 
on Saturday and on the following Mon- 
day and Tuesday at Illinois Wesleyan, 
Bloomington, III. 


Russell F. Thrapp in 
Fruitful Leadership 


The annual report of First church, 
Seattle, Wash., Russell F. Thrapp, min- 
ister, shows an increase over that of any 
previous year. Ninety-nine members 
were added at regular services. The 
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total offerings in the Bible school were 
$1,367.36, of which $820.21 was devoted 
to missionary, benevolent and patriotic 
causes. Other missionary offerings 
amounted to $2,601.73. The missionary 
and benevolent giving of the church thus 
averaged nearly six dollars per member. 
A grand total of $26,693.60 was given for 
all purposes. Of this amount $15,700 
was paid for a new church lot on which 
will soon be erected a building adequate 
to the work of the church in that great 
and growing city. The church employs 
Miss Clara B. Hunt, a graduate of the 
Bible Teachers’ Training School, New 
York City, as director of Religious Edu- 
cation and church secretary. She ha: 
served in this capacity for two and a half 
years. 
> * + 

-W. E. M. Hackleman will remain in 
evangelistic work and not go overseas as 
a music director. He has just closed a 
meeting with W. T. Walker, at Mat- 
toon, Ill., and is with W. B. Oliver, at 
Cameron, IIL, this month. 


—In a personal letter from Mr. Mor- 
rison is contained the following mes- 
sage: “Am now en route from Dublin to 
Cork. We are meeting representative 
deputations to discuss the Irish question 


Had four leading Sinn Feiners this 
morning and Lord Decies gave us a 
dinner last evening with ten leading 


Dublin men present to talk on the other 
side. The whole trip is immense. So 
much has happened that it is hard to 
write of it.” The “editorial correspond- 
ence” published in last week’s issue of 
the “Century,” had a difficult time reach- 
ing Chicago. It was written and mailed 
late in October, and arrived at this office 
on Monday, December 9. We hope to 
have another article very soon from Mr. 
Morrison dealing with post-armistice 
conditions. If nothing unforeseen hap- 
pens, Mr. Morrison will arrive in New 
York City about Christmas Day. 


—W. T. Barbre, formerly of Rockville 
and Sheridan, Ind., pastorates, but who 
entered the chaplains’ school in October, 
and was graduated there to be sent over- 


seas, writes that one hour after sailing 
time his orders were cancelled. He will 
be discharged very soon and will be 


His 
after his 


ready for a pastorate immediately 
address will be Edinburg, Ind., 
discharge. 


—C. M. the 


Wright, evangelist of 
Northeast district of Illinois, reports 
that in those counties of that district 
which have taken up the matter, there 
has been a fine response to the World 
Wide Every Member Canvass campaign 
The Vermilion county conference was 
held at Danville, Dec. 5, at which time 
the county apportionment was accepted 


and a permanent county organization 
effected. Fifteen churches of the county 
were represented. A constitution and 
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by-laws were adopted and officers were 
elected for the coming year. State Sec- 
retary H. H. Peters was the chief 
speaker. McLean and Champaign coun- 
ties already have permanent county or- 
ganizations and are now raising their ap- 
portionments for the United Budget 
Program. Other counties are being or- 
ganized. Mr. Wright assisted Rev. Mr. 
McGee and the Onarga church in a fif- 
teen day meeting, with Mrs. Nellie Mc- 
Vay, of Richmond, Ind., as song leader. 
The meeting closed Dec. 8, and resulted 
in 21 accessions. 





TED SERVICE 
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—First church, Richmond, Ind., L. E. 
Murray, minister becomes a living link 
in the C. W. B. M. The church has 
asked for a missionary to Latin America. 
Cc. W. B. M. day was observed with the 
pastor making the address. This church 
supports Justin E. Brown at Luchutu, 
China, under the Foreign Society. 


—A. F. De Gafferelley, of First Church, 
Danville, Ill, has been elected president 
of the organization of Christian churches 
of the county. 


—The Webber Street church, Urbana, 
held an all-day fellowship meeting 
Thanksgiving day. Dinner was served 
in the basement. A. F. Hunsaker will 
preach half-time until a pastor is secured. 
There were ten accessions to the church 
during the two weeks meeting conducted 
by Evangelist F. A. Sword. The song 
services were in charge of E. L. Mur- 
duck. Influenza prevented the continu- 
ance of the meeting. 


BUFFAL 


Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Adamson of 
Akron, Ohio, Discipledom, have left 
home and are on their way to the Philip- 
pines. They go to see their daughter, 
Miss Vera Adamson, who is located at 
Laoag, and who is doing a fine work 
Mr. Adamson is a prosperous business 
man of Akron. He and Mrs. Adamson 
support their daughter on the field. 


R. A. Doan has been in war service 
almost since the United States entered 
the war. He has been the general secre- 
tary of the Y. M. C. A. at Camp Sher- 
man for nearly a'year. His son has been 
at Fort Thomas. Now that the war is 
over and the soldiers are being dis- 
charged, Mr. Doan expects to be back 
in the mission rooms of the Foreign Sec- 
retary in a few weeks. 
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—~Secretary Bert Wilson has been out 
in the Every Member Canvass. He has 
been as far east as Philadelphia, and as 
far west as Portland. He returned 
through the State of Washington and 
Canada, the last conference being held 
at Winnipeg. S. J. Corey and C. M. Yo- 
cum have assisted in this campaign. 


| NEW YORK 


The Foreign 
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Missionary Society 
needs evangelists and physicians for 
fields other than Tibet. Men are sorely 
needed now for India and China. 

W. C. Mississippi 


Ferguson, state 


secretary, writes that a series of unit 
conferences in the interest of the Every 
Member campaign have just been con- 


cluded in the Northwestern District of 
his state. Conferences were held at eight 
different centers of the district by a 
team of six workers. A portion of the 
time the team was subdivided into two 
teams. The conferences were well at- 
tended, representatives of neighboring 
churches being present. Secretary Fergu- 
son reports that the churches touched 
are unanimous in their expressions of 
appreciation of the work of the team 
and there is no question but that the 
Every Member canvass will be put on 
in a thorough fashion in the territory 
reached. 


MESSAGES FROM MISSIONARIES 


From Roderick A. MacLeod, Batang, 
Thibet: “This is the time of the wheat 
harvest. Everybody is busy and happy. 
The crop is the best for some years past. 
I have never seen better wheat. It is all 
cut with the sickle and carried to the roofs 
of the houses, where it is thrashed by a 
flail and winnowed in the wind. The 
sickle and flail and basket are the only im- 
plements used in the whole process.” 


From W. W. Haskell, Wuhu, China: “On 
reaching Wuhu, I found there was much 
repairing about the school that had to be 
done. New seats were put in and some 
paint made a wonderful difference in the 
school’s appearance. We have ninety-five 
boys, which is about the limit of our ca- 
pacity. The tuition is $40 a term. The 
remarkable thing is that they were all here 
at the beginning, instead of straggling in 
for some time as they had been doing be- 
fore. The boys are manifesting much in- 
terest in athletics and other activities, so 
everything is going well. I am getting my 
first experience in the necessity of going 
slow when dealing with the Chinese. We 
are trying to rent a place in which to live. 
I think we are going to succeed. At least 
I was so hopeful of it that I went to Nan- 
king last week and loaded our things on a 
house-boat for transportation to this place.” 





From Mrs. F. E. Harnar, Harda, India: 
“I am enjoying my little school very much, 
I am trying to get up courage to take one 
of the classes regularly. Perhaps I will do 
this before long. The children use a lan- 
guage quite different from that which we 
have been studying, and it takes quite a 
while to grow to understand them.” 


From Miss Lillian F. Abbott, of China: 
“The poverty of great masses of the people 
is the thing that makes your heart ache 
every time you go on the streets. I did 
not dream that people could live on so little. 
And then when I see them worshiping: in 





The Two Best 
Commentaries 


On the Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons — 1919 


Tarbell’s Teacher’s Guide 


and 


Peloubet’s Notes 


Each $1.15 + 10c postage 
Order now 


The Christian Century Press 
700 East 40th St., Chicago 








December 19, 1918 


the temple and know they are longing for 
something better, I long for the day to 
cgme when they will know about Christ, 
and He will make life different for them.” 


Ray Rice, Damoh, India, on coming down 
from the hills, resumed the work of look- 
ing after the outside Sunday schools. He 
found them in pretty good condition. Five 
of them are now running. The largest 
attendance in any one school has been 50. 
Children of all sizes and ages and every 
description come. He writes: “We have 
146 boys in the boarding school. It looks 
as if we would have 175 before the end of 
the year. I have put in a few nights in 
play with the. boys. One night we had a 
circus. The Christian Endeavor is going 
along well. We are taking part in the 
two months’ Temperance campaign that the 
Mission has planned. This year looks as 
if it had a good many things in store. I 
am looking forward to the very best 
success in the work this year.” 
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A CHORUS OF PRAISE 


FOR THE NEW 


20th CENTURY 
QUARTERLY 


Prepared by W. D. Ryan, H. L. Willett, Jr., John R. Ewers 
and W. C. Morro 


Edited by Thomas Curtis Clark 





“Splendid,” says Thos. M. Iden, Ann Arbor, Mich., teacher of a class of 400 men. 

“Charming,” says Rev. Peter Ainslie, Baltimore, Md. 

“Bound to find wide usage,” says Rev. Chas. M. Watson, Norfolk, Va. 

“Practical and helpful,” Rev. Austin Hunter, Chicago. 

“Best I have ever seen,” Rev. L. J. Marshall, Kansas City, Mo. 

“Vigorous,” Rev. F. E. Smith, Muncie, Ind. 

“First-class,” Dr. J. H. Garrison, of the Christian-Evangelist. 

“Genuinely interesting,” Dr. E. L. Powell, Louisville, Ky. 

“Best adult quarterly published,” Rev. J. E. Davis, Kansas City, Mo. 

“Beautifully conceived,” Rev. A. B. Houze, Bowling Green, Ky., teacher of a 
class of 200 men. 

“Practical,” Rev. W. J. Gratton, Des Moines, Iowa. 

“Takes up lessons from every angle,” Rev. J. H. Goldner, Cleveland, Ohio. 

“Compact yet comprehensive,” S. W. Hutton, Texas Bible School leader. 

“Alive,” Rev. Frank G. Tyrrell, Pasadena, Cal. 

“Up-to-the-minute,” Rev. E. F. Daugherty, Los Angeles, Cal. 

“Fresh, reverential, vigorous,’ Rev. Graham Frank, Dallas, Tex. 

“Delightfully inspirational,” J. H. Fillmore, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“Ideal,” Rev. J. M. Philputt, Charlottesville, Va. 

“Will prove a winner,” Myron C. Settle, Bible school expert, Kansas City, Mo. 

“Has punch and pep,” Rev. Allen T. Shaw, Pekin, IIl. 

“Wil win in men’s classes,’ Rev. W. H. McLain, formerly Ohio Bible School 
Superintendent. 

“Illuminating and vital,” Rev. Madison A. Hart, Columbia, Mo. 

“A big advance step,” Rev. H. W. Hunter, Des Moines, Iowa. 

“Inspires with its faith,” Rev. I. S. Chenoweth, Philadelphia, Pa. 

“Admirable,” President A. McLean, of the Foreign Society, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“Excellent,” National Bible School Secretary Robert M. Hopkins, Cincinnati. 

“Ideal,” Rev. A. B. Philputt, Indianapolis, Ind. 

“Fine,” David H. Owen, Kansas State Bible School Superintendent. 


The number of orders coming in for the new Quarterly indicates that it will prove 
one of the biggest winners in the Sunday school field. Send in your order today. 
If you have not received free sample, send for one at once. 
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By BURRIS A. JENKINS = 


Author of “The Man in the Street and Religion,” 
“Facing the Hindenburg Line,”’ etc. 
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T= author calls this‘ a scrap book for insurgents” and 
dedicates it “to the bravest men I know, the heretics.” 
He frankly confesses himself a destructive critic. Look- 
ing abroad over the Church today, Dr. Jenkins sees its 
follies, its waste, its ineptness, its bondage to tradition, 


and he yearns for the coming of the great Protestant, 
another Luther, who will not only shatter the present 
order of things but lead the Church into a new day. 
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While he disavows any constructive purpose in the 
book, it is in reality a master-work of constructive and 
helpful criticism. Without apparently trying to do so 
the author marks out positive paths along which progress 
must be made. Dr. Jenkins writes with a facile, even a 
racy, pen. He has filled these pages with a heavy 
charge of dynamite. 


Some of the Chapter titles: “‘Sects and Insects,’’ ‘“Threadbare 
Creeds,”” ‘‘What’s the Matter with the Churches?” ‘‘Bolshevism 


or Reconstruction,” ‘‘The Three Sexes,”” ‘“‘The Irreligious Press,”’ 


“Certain Rich Men,” ‘“‘What is Democracy?” 





Price, $1.35, plus 5 to 10 cents postage 
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HYMNS OF THE 
UNITED CHURCH 


The Disciples Hymnal 


THE HYMNAL FOR THE NEW DAY 


WHAT SOME OF THE LEADERS WHO ARE USING THE 
BOOK SAY OF IT: 


H. D. C. Maclachlan, Minister Seventh Street Christian Church, Richmond, Va.: “It 
is a gem. I have seen nothing on the same street with it. It contains all the 
classic hymns and all the worth-while new ones. Its hymns of human service 
and brotherhood are a genuine contribution to American hymnology. Its arrange- 
ment, topical indexing, letter-press and musical notation are beyond praise. The 
Aids to Worship and Responsive Readings I am finding very useful.” 


Henry Pearce Atkins, Minister First Christian Church, Mexico, Mo.: “The choice of 
title for this hymnal could not have been more felicitous. These are the hymns 
of the Kingdom—the hymns of life and service—in which the Church has already 
united. The message of this hymnal is the true message of the pulpit.” 


A. H. Cooke, Minister Park Avenue Christian Church, Des Moines, Ia.: “It is a 
pleasure for me to say that the new hyninal, Hymns of the United Church, is the 
best thing that has come into our church life during the past year. The compila- 
tion embraces everything worth while; there is not a single thing in the volume 
that does not elevate. Both form and content are beautiful. The book helps the 
minister tremendously in the cultivation of the religion of the spirit; one is made 
to realize the beauty of holiness most vividly. How cosmopolitan is this hymnal! 
In singing from it one has already attained the unity of the spirit!” 


Clifton S. Ehlers, Minister Calvary Christian Church, Baltimore, Md.: “It is an ad- 
mirable book; I have not found its superior.” 


J. E. Wolfe, Minister First Christian Church, Independence, Mo.: “I want to tell you 
of our great satisfaction with the Hymns of the United Church. It is thoroughly 
gratifying to have such an abundance of hymns that enable a congregation to 
express in song its deepest hopes, yearnings, aspirations in such days as these. 
Such a hymnal we find the Hymns of the United Church to be.” 


Allan T. Gordon, First Christian Church, Paris, Ill: “I consider Hymns of the 
United Church adapted to all the needs of church services. The book has been 
in use in our church for nearly a year and we never have to offer an apology for 
our hymnals.” 


These are but a few of the words of praise for 
“Hymns of the United Church” which are con- 
tinually coming to the publishers. Have you ex- 
amined the book with view to its use in your 
church? Send for returnable copy and prices today. 
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Love Off to the War 


By THOMAS CURTIS CLARK 


Just from the press! A new collection of Mr. Clark’s work, containing more than 125 poems, one- 
fourth of them being poems of war and peace, some of which have gone to the ends of the English 
speaking world as voicing truly the patriotic convictions and emotions of the American people 
which caused them to enter the conflict which has just ended. This is a most fitting souvenir of 
the close of the World War and the dawn of the mew age. But the book contains other than war 
poems. The collection is made up of eight groups of verses, the group titles being “Love Off to 
the War,” “In Friendly Town,” “Songs of the Seasons,” “Followers of the Gleam,” “Christus,” 
“The Mystic,” “Studies in Souls,” and “The New World.” A great many poems are here pub- 
lished that have not before been printed. 


SOME OF THE POEMS INCLUDED IN THIS COLLECTION 


OF WAR AND PEACE OF THE SEASONS The Christ Militant 


The Dawn of Liberty aon The Stay 

9 —_ ad — —_—o wo Romy Be “¥ and Know that I Am 
ey Have No ied in Vain . G 

Woodrow Wilson, Leader Wayside Roses God Is Not Far 

America in France OF THE NEW AGE Light at Evening Time 

The Day Breaks The Bugle Seng of Peace The Pursuit 
OF THE SIMPLE LIFE The New Eden The Voice of the Deep 


The Golden A “ ” 
Take Time to Live S ey " STUDIES IN SOULS 


The Touch of Human Hands 
On Contentment Street God’s Dreams Three Poems of Lincoln 
ry - f am fave Battle Song of Truth ag oe nemo 2 
une Millionaire e Remorse of Davi 
Wealth OF RELIGION Sympathy 
A Song of Quietness The Faith of Christ’s Free- Success 
To Thoreau men The World Builders 





In Praise of Thomas Curtis Clark’s Poems 


“Charming.” John Masefield, English poet. 


“I greatly appreciate your songs. Surely you have 
an authentic mission as an interpreter of the deep 
things that matter most.” Joseph Fort Newton, 
minister at City Temple, London, and vice-presi- 
dent of the London Poetry Society. 


“Thomas Curtis Clark is doing a fine service to the 


“These poems breathe a spirit of content.” Sara 
Teasdale, who received last year a prise of $500 
for the best volume of verse published during 1917. 





“I find both thought and music in his verses.” 
Henry van Dyke. 


“Lovely poems and of wide appeal.” James Terry 
White, of the Poetry Society of America. 


“Full of inspiration.” Charles G. Blanden, Editor 
of the Chicago Anthology of Verse. 


“Mr. Clark’s verse is sure to attract the attention of 
those who are seeking for illumination and nour- 
ishment for the inner life.” Dr. Herbert L. Willett. 


“Thomas Curtis Clark is the sweet singer of our 
Israel.” Editor B. A. Abbott. 





Church universal in giving poetic interpretation 
to the evangelical faith in a fashion that makes 
his verse especially congenial to the mood of our 
time.” Editor Charles Clayton Morrison. 


“Now and then God raises up a singer among the 
people who is endowed with a rare gift of poetic 
vision, poetic feeling and poetic expression. 
Thomas Curtis Clark is finely endowed in all these 
respects.” Dr. J. H. Garrison. 


“Mr. Clark is a poet of the inner life, an interpreter 
of the soul, a seer of the realm spiritual.” Dr. 
Edgar DeWitt Jones. 





The new volume is bound in semi-flexible cloth, with gold top and side, and makes a 
charming gift for a friend as well as a “‘thing of beauty’’ to be treasured in the home. 





Price $1.25 plus 6 to 10 cents postage 
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